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Recently I’ve used words like this to open worship for the Unitarian Universalist congregation I serve: 
“Welcome to this, our community of radical hope.   Here we hope and pray for the Beloved Community - a world made fair with all her people free.  We strive to realize this in our own lives, in our presence with one another, and in the broader communities around us.”

This hope I speak of is “radical” in the original Latin sense of the word.  To take a radical approach to something means to get at the root of it, or to deal with the fundamentals of it.  
Radical hope is founded on our deepest commitments

This radical hope is religious, because we are considering the roots of what is most deeply and fundamentally worthy of our loyalty and commitment.  This is so whether we are committed to God, or Goddess, or the Tao, or Truth, or Justice, or one of many other expressions of the fundamental.   We are willing to set aside lesser things, if needed, for the sake of our deepest commitments.

Examples of radical hope

Many Unitarian Universalists have come to our congregations from different religious traditions.  These searchers were and are motivated by one form of radical hope – the hope that a community might exist consistent with their beliefs.  

Or consider the process of becoming a Welcoming Congregation in our faith.  This is a congregational process grounded in radical hope for communities open to all, no matter whom they love or how they identify their gender.

There is no “should” in radical hope

Whatever form our radical hope takes, it is never something we “should” do in the abstract moral sense.  Radical Hope is rather about what we hunger and thirst for, whether that is a congregation to our liking, or fully inclusive community, or a better world for all.

Radical Hope is grounded in love

Radical Hope is grounded in love, for oneself and for others.  This is the love that concerns itself with the long-term well-being of individuals and communities.  

Radical hope makes most sense in loving community
Radical Hope makes the most sense within the bounds of loving local community – family, friends, neighbors, and congregation.  Sometimes our individual sadness or despair or anger can feel overwhelming. When one of us is grieving or full of sadness and despair, we need the direct loving support of others to help carry on in our times of trouble.   
Our Unitarian Universalist congregations are often partial realizations of loving community.  Our congregations always have the potential to be more loving.

Radical hope requires our prophetic imagination

Radical hope requires the exercise of prophetic imagination within our Unitarian Universalist congregations.
  This is not prophecy that predicts what will happen, but rather prophecy imagining what we dream could happen.   

We imagine the Beloved Community
 here on Earth, and work to realize this.  We also imagine and cultivate partial realizations of this Beloved Community, including in our liberal congregations.  We can extend this into broader local communities as well.  In this spirit, my Unitarian Universalist colleague Reverend Naomi King calls us to cultivate: “cities of refuge, houses of hope, and gardens of peace.”

Radical hope is active hope

This Radical Hope is not a vague hope for a better life or a better world.  Rather, it is hope grounded in what we are willing to change to make a better life and a better world.  Joanna Macy and Chris Johnstone call this hope based on what we are willing to change “active hope.”
 

Attending to the pain of the world

Macy and Johnstone also remind us that finding hope calls us to attend to the pain of the world, and be present with the sadness, despair and anger arising when we do so.
   

This does not mean we will be stuck in despair.  Rather, when we treat ourselves properly, we can be present with the despair and then move on to a more realistic and grounded sense of hope.
Radical hope is optimistic

Unitarian Universalist James Luther Adams affirms our liberal religious belief that we human beings have the human and divine resources we need to make meaningful change, and therefore an attitude of long-term hope and optimism is justified.
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